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ALCOHOL MANAGEMENT INITIATIVES — REGIONAL AREAS 

Statement by Minister for Racing and Gaming 
MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Racing and Gaming) [12.05 pm]: The Liberal–National 
government is committed to tackling alcohol abuse issues in regional and remote areas through a range of 
initiatives aimed at improving the health and welfare of at-risk communities. An important part of this strategy 
has been the roll-out of section 175 alcohol bans, which are aimed at providing support to those communities 
that have a desire to remove the damaging effects of alcohol from their community. This has been an extremely 
successful project, with 15 communities now successfully operating under total alcohol bans. 

As minister, I am very keen to expand on the good results achieved with the community-based alcohol bans, and 
members will recall that as part of the reforms to the Liquor Control Act I took to the Parliament last year, 
provisions were established to allow alcohol bans to be imposed on individual premises. I am very pleased to 
inform the house that the regulations needed to support this strategy are now in place. The regulations provide 
that an owner or occupier of residential or non-residential premises may apply to the Director of Liquor 
Licensing to have their premises declared as liquor-restricted premises, thereby prohibiting the possession or 
consumption of alcohol therein. The regulations also enable the chief executive officer of the Department for 
Child Protection to apply for a particular residential premises to be declared a restricted premises. An application 
is required in writing and no fee applies to applications lodged by the occupier. 

In determining an application, the director may consult all or any of the following persons—owners or occupiers 
of the premises the subject of the application; owners or occupiers of premises near the premises the subject of 
the application; the Commissioner of Police; the relevant local government authority; and any other person, body 
or authority the director considers relevant. If friends and relatives regularly cause trouble when drinking alcohol 
in a person’s home, or the owner or occupier is concerned about other antisocial behaviour in the home caused 
by alcohol consumption, they are able to apply to have that place declared a liquor-restricted premises. Once a 
liquor-restricted premises declaration has been issued, a notice must be displayed on site. If someone is then 
drinking alcohol or taking alcohol into that restricted premises, the owner or occupier will be able to call the 
police, who will have the power to seize the liquor and take action against the person who committed the 
offence. Police will also have the power to enter restricted premises if they believe that an offence is being 
committed. Police can then search the premises for alcohol and can seize any opened or unopened containers. A 
maximum penalty of $2 000 applies for contravention of a declaration issued under this provision. 

I believe that the ability to restrict alcohol in individual premises will complement the community-based 
section 175 alcohol bans, and I look forward to the roll-out of this important initiative. 
 


